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organizations of political parties. There is a chapter on "The Func- 
tional Approach"; another on "The Bulwark of Democracy." Each 
of the twelve chapters is followed by a list of "Suggestive Questions" 
and a bibliography. 

The book is quite different from the ordinary textbook in civics, and 
none the worse for it. 

I. W. Howerth 



A History of Political Theories from Rousseau to Spencer. By 
William A. Dunning. New York: The Macmillan Co., 1920. 
Pp. ix+446. $4.00. 

This volume is the third and last in Professor Dunning's notable 
history of the evolution of systematic political speculation. He now 
rounds out the work begun in 1902 and completes his account of the prog- 
ress of political thought, down to about 1885. The last generation is 
omitted because of the author's fear that it would be impossible for him 
to give an accurate estimate of the period of which he has been a part 
and whose tendencies he apprehends he might not be able to discern 
clearly or appraise judicially. 

This series of volumes is the only account in the English language of 
the development of political speculation, and is the most complete and 
reliable history of political thought yet produced. Janet's Histoire de 
la science politique and Bluntschli's Geschichte der neueren Staatswissen- 
schaft are now replaced by a more recent, more complete, and more 
incisive study of the history of political ideas. Professor Dunning's 
volumes are notable, not only for their comprehensiveness and for the 
eminently judicial quality, but for their clearness and lucidity of 
exposition — in short, for the combination of qualities which go to make 
a great and scholarly work in the domain of political science. These 
volumes are indispensable to any serious study of the evolution of 
political thought. 

Charles E. Merriam 

University of Chicago 



Democracy and the Human Equation. By Alleyne Ireland. 
New York: E. P. Dutton & Co., 1921. Pp. x+251. $3.00. 

Those who believe that the science of politics is not concerned 
primarily with historical description, but rather with the analysis of the 



